
A. D. 18 75.

The Great Festival of the Followers
of the Lowly Jesus.

HOW IT WAS OBSERVED.

Prayers, Pirans and Poems of Joy la Every
Church and Home.

GRAND ML'SIC IN THR TABERNA0LE8.

Feasting and General Jollity
Everywhere.

"aOD BLESS US ALL."

The morning trumpet* featival proclaimed
Through cw.il Liifb utreeW

Heavily laden stockings, brimming over with (ha

princely gifts of thai prince of good fellow*, Santa

Claus, had early yesterday morning been emptied of
tbeir contents, and the sound of juvenile trumpet* Ail¬

ing all the streets announced the arrival of Christinas

Day. A misty fug tilled tbe air aud the sky was over*

shadowed with a sullen gloom, and there was no

glimpse of (tie (rental sun, aud the air was chilly and the

pavement* wore wel aud slippery; but for all this tbero
were abundant light hearts and bright eyes, and the

day was one of universal m-rry making. Hearts
glowwd with the Christmas greetings, old estrange¬
ments were healed, old feuds were forgotten, aud all
fell of one kith and kin. Stores and shops, with rare

exceptions, wore closed, anil all the public oilIces were

shut up. There were uo courts: business of every klnd>
In short, was suspended, and lor all, the rich and the
poor and the high and low, it was a geueral holiday.
Tbe reports given below will bli>>w how the day was

¦pent In the city. There was the church chimos and
tbe church worship; amid environments of evergreens
and with church music those grandly swelling anthems
swelled to greater proportions the hearts of the wor¬

shippers. Then came tho Christmas dinners. The.se
were of every variety and widely varying degrees of
sumptuousuess. But while the rich bat down to their
feasts of many courses and drauk toasts in wmea of
rarest vintage the poor had not been forgotten.
Through their beneficence substantial dinners had been

provided lor the inmates of our public and private In¬
stitutions. The seeLies at these Christmas dinners
were of the merriest character. Toothsome turkeys,
chickens, geese, ducks and oysters and ragouts of
beef and mutton, with pudding*, p:es, oranges and nuts,
made up the bills of fare, and to see the happy facesat tbe
festal boards wasasight not to be Iorgotten. a memorable
feature of the day was the dinner given to the news¬

boy* by the Jixming and Sunday Telegram. Pre-
Raphaelite pen and ink sketches of the various seenes

are given elsewhere. Of course both tbe matinee and

.venlng performances at the theatres and other places
of amusement were largely attended, and comprised an

Important feature in the day's programme. Altogether
wo ttave not had such a merry Christmas for many a

year. But underlying all the merrymaking was heart¬
felt praise to Him In whose memory tbe day was ob-

.erred, and In the humblest household as well as in

Church chancel was to be seen.
The «n«t£ii of the Christian cross.

Ones .trraminj; in glorioux I'iirmtian fold
Agitluil olack pagans, Turks aud swacan*.

TRXXITY'9 chimks.

At half past ten o'clock yesterday morning SIa
Jamee AylifTo, the veteran bellringor of Trinity, was

at hia poet ui the tower, and soon the (rand old steeple
trembled with the thunder of tbe bells proclaiming to
the liatening city tbe glorious old tidings, never trite
to the ears of Christian people, thai Christ has come.

The thronging masses troading the streets slopped to
listen to the joyoua pa-au. and among the groups o!

gayly dressed ladies and gentlemen who gathered to
exchange the compliments ol the soason many a poor
oulcam might bo noticed to whose memory tbe lam.llar
anthems brought back the sceues and laces of other
nod belter lavs. The following programme wag per¬
formed on the bells:.
L Kinging the changes oa eight bells.
2. Carol, "Who Will Go with Mo to Jesusf
8 Carol. "Happy Christmas."
4 Carol. "Kins the Bells Merrily."
5. Carol, "Glory in tbe Highest."
6. Carol, "King Ont the Bells. "

7. Carol, "The Christmas Tree."

TREJUTT CHVBCH.
The humid atmosphere and drizzling ra'n of Christ¬

mas morning were not at all in keeping with the train
of elegantly auired people which kept muring along
lower Broadway at an early bour with merry fac«s

Hashing out and rich lors and gorgeous textures flaunt¬

ing till it was finally swallowed up in tbe massive por¬
tals of old Trinity. There as ever the magnificent net¬
work of flowers, legends and symbols clasping the
gannt old pilars and covering the soleniu nacedness of
tbe walls told well, but not more plainly than the glee¬
ful looks and cheery glances of both young and old,
that the "glad tidings of great joy" had been received
and were wel. apprec atod. As tbo great smiling, chat¬

tering throng came surging Ui the light word was

hushed, the merry laugh died on this lipj and the cur¬

tain of silence (ell upon all, n<<i with a solemn, awe-in-

splring ertort, but with a sanctified joy which intensi¬
fied whilo it tempered the gladsome feeling which
tbo day begets, inside the church a glorious
blazonry of flowers and evergreens burst upon the eye.
from llio organ lofl and down along the w«. . depended
heavy lestoni,«s of ivy and in every window a ureal arch
sprung up supporting a star in us cuira tod tapering
upward to .> crosa Around tbe columns and llirougli
the r<iils and carnngn of the pulpit were diawn long
wreaths velnch droppe off at intervals inio some of the
symbol shapes ol Christmas tide. On either side of the
chancel rose t«o magnificent pyramids of flowers
winding upward from tbe floor almost to the celling
aad breaihmg a soft, sweet perlume, while tbey globed
with a hundred dsllt ale tuts
And soon the bells, the grand old bolls of Trinity,

which rang in so iuc .. a ®erry Chrisimas in the past,
pealed out their carol of joy and thanksgiving, which,
entering the lofty edilire softly and musically, swept
through tbe arches aboro tbe lutes ng congregation
like au echo of the angels' »<>ng. T^ro is something
particularly suggost'ivf or the <lay in the mtisl of tbr
bolls aad all seemed affected as tiiey r we io loin In the
opening processional liymn, ''Come all ye KaitlifuL"
When Uie choristers bad t.iXen their places the

orchestra in the great or^an loft began a soft vm phony
which Introduced tbe anthem "Oh s:ng to God your
hymns of gladness," the music compound by Gounod.
This is a chorus for alto* and trebles, interspersed with
an occasional solo, two of whu h by Messra Phlttay and
Ward, were veryfin< ly rendered. Tbea came the 'K yrle"
and Nlcene Creed of Webar, with a strong orchestra!
aceampaaiment, and aungaith considerable efleot by
>iie amlre choir.
Re* Dr. Morgan Dlx then mwin ted thepalpit and

preached the .sermon of th<; day Be said that like the
favored of old we bave light iu the night. The year has
brought us another Christina* Day to illumine the dark
plane ef our everyday expenenro and to bring surcease
of sorrow and disiresa This is the time to be of good
cheer, to lorgot the cares of llfs and ita burdens and to
enjoy the luxury of rest. It one inteodsto pass through
Me in bondage; If he wishes to shut sway the light
from his eyes, be it so; hot if not. this is the time to re¬
joice. Thai is the time when Christ is bom. when a
oew era dawns upon the world and the work
of mankind's reger.erat.on is gloriously inaugurated.
Take Jesus Christ away fr »m the world, and wbat is
lelt would be worthless. Christ is tbe inspiration of
all art, of all philosophy, of all morals so far as tb^y
are sterling and ef benen to us and to the Mate. Ho
«* the great omnipresent furro in tbe civlilred and In¬
telligent world to day, though everywhere men are In
srtua against Hun. He is, Indeed, like a monarch
throned in magnificence bevond cr,u-eptlon, but hold¬
ing sway over an eiapire in tumult snd revolt. This
ai-Mi is the time to take a retrospective survey of life,
to con the lessons It baa taught in the past and to re¬
flect well upon them. It is tbe time !or casting aside
tbe conventionalities of rank and lasbion and to hum¬
ble ourselves before the manger where the son of the
Almighty was laid in His poor swaddling cloth"-* nearly
two thousand year* ago. l.ei us remember that there
is no plat* lor a proud man on this earth. This scenn
In Bethlehem was the culmination of tbe grentest of
myeteries The uaxs of Uod s Armament, the illimita¬
ble ua^verne are all wonderful, but none so wonderful
aa the simple dogma of catholic faith, "The Word
wan made fleeb and dwell amongit ns." Be
fore this mjratery the merchant, the man of art and
'be man of toll can separate themselves iron, tbe
.'iard sphere of matter and bow In bumble adoration.
This. t«o, is ib* time for charity, God has become our
"brother. Uet an love oar brethren. Now thai Christ
Is born, men snouid eease to wrangle. Let us keep
least with all joy, without rear, lor the strength Of our
^confidence is measured by eur love. Lei as keep fessl
pnd sing throughout tbe odave the praises of Cbrisk
I Sot an imaginary Christ, who Is to come, but of Him
)V»ho has come, and la Jesus KraarnieL"

When l)r I)ix oeaeed Sneaking the orchestra began a
frw«ei strain preluding the offertory. This consisted
ui two solus nod a doubl* chorus, sapposed to r*pre-
"¦.nl the songs of tbe seraphs, and the responses of the

«hopher la Fbef were auiui *iU» ..i^ui^ite la»;«

t taeung tnv *o® accompaniment of the instrument* In
i) iha gallery pvi to ibc performance ¦ sort of ethereal
grace, in twauttful accordance with the thought* the
(X'caaion sucgeated. I'ndor th* Influence of such
Mtrama the Is (carried away from the glare
of light and flower* to that night, lung ago, when, be¬
neath thu sky of Palestine, the watching shepherds
first heard the Heaven-sent uaiugu of peace aud good
will to man.
The regular service of the church was then pro¬

ceeded with, aud aflera thnlling "Gloria" the congrega¬
tion disused while the chimes rang out again above
the thronged street* their cheery Christmas greeting.

bt. ann'b church.
A midnight maa*, with Rev. Father Preston a* cele¬

brant, commenced the Christmas service* at 8t Ann's,
in Twelfth street. Masses were celebrated afterward
nearly every hour until eleven o'clock A. M when a

grand pontifical high maa* was Bung. The mnalcal
services were very brilliant, a new urn** by Aoibrolse
Thomas being the special feature. It was originally
presented at the church of St. Kustaclie, Pans, that
favorite trysting place of modern composers of eccle¬
siastical music. Although by no means successful ss a

writer for thooperatic stage, Thomas has evidenced in
this "Messo Solenue lie" decided udeuU in an opposite
direction. Nothing can b« imagined In music illustrat¬

ing religious subject* mora Intensely dramatic, and yet
more profoundly devotional than this mass of Thomas.
It is strange in its mulodic ami harmonic phrases, but
never weak or trivial. The mystery of the Incarnation
is told by the tenor, "K.t Incarnatus est" In measures
that pulbate with emotion and convey a reeling of awn
The -'Agnes Dei" Is written in tho pnslorai style, aud
is so entirely charming that one would be Inclined to
look for a different author tban the one who perpet¬
uated "Mignon" and ''Hamlet" on the stage. The
masa was superbly rendered by the choir, under the
direction of the distinguished organist M lx>nis
Dachauer. The soloists were Mlie. Henrietta Corradl,
soprano; Mile Oclavie Gomien, contralto, Mr Homeyn,
tenor; Mr lilum. bass. The "Gloria" of Thomas' maus

being rather long and tedious, M Pac.bauer wisely sub¬
stituted i»r it that of his own second mass, in which
occnrs the beautiful duet for soprauo and alto, "(Jul
loll it,' formerly sung by Grist and Albonl in Paris
Tho voices of Miles. Corradl and Goroien did It ample
Justice. At the offertory an "Ave Maria"
by Brahms, for four female voices, was given.
It is a clever, though not a thoughtful
or briUiaDt work, and many in tho congregation would
havo preferred the organist's magnificent work on the
same theme. Daehuner's unaccompanied quartette,
"Vent Creator," preceded the sermon, it is a trying
ordeal for the four voices, on account of its etrango
modulations and harmonies. There is scarcely a choir
in the metropolis, except that ol tit Ann's, that could
successfully eopc with it, as enharmonic changes aud
tho quaintest of effects are constantly brought in, and
the slightest defect In intonation on the part of a singer
would destroy the enliro work. The celebrant was
Kev. Father Lynch, and alter the Gospel Rev. Father
Preston preached a long and eloquent sermon on the
ereat subject of the festival, tho birth of the Re¬
deemer. He dwelt earnestly on the many lo&sons to be
derived from the mystery of God becoming man, and
exhorted his bearers to treasure op in their hoarts the
lessons taught lu the stable of Bethlehem. At two
o'clock the services closed with a solemn benediction
of ibc holy sacrament.

ST. THOMAS* CHURCH.
The services at St. Thomas' church, corner of Fifth

avenue and Fifty-third street, yesterday, were in evory
way suited to the great occasion they commemorated.
The music was really very floe. The decorations, too,
wore rich and elegant in their arrangement. Festoons
relieved the walls and adorned tho pulpit, rails and
windows. On the communion table were several very
One baskets of cut flowers, and about the altar rail, in-
side and oat, were stands of growing plants. Wreaths
bunt; in the open spacc.s, and pine and laurel entwined
the pillars. The eleven o'clock services were opened
with the processional from Mendelssohn, "Ilark, the
Herald Angels Sing." This was followed by chants and
anthems, the one preceding the sermon.vir. "Chris¬
tiana, Awake," having been specially composed for the
festival. In his brief discourse the Kev Dr. Morgan,
rector of St. Thomas', treated the subject of the In¬
carnation, taking lor tho text Hebrews, II., 14-18.
The event they were celebrating, he said, commem¬

orated a fact full ol lowest and iraught with as much
power now as ever The good news of the birth of
Christ is as fresh to-day as when first 11 broke upon the
world. 41

god's truth is pkrrnriau
The story of the redemption has passed from father to '

son, from lineage to liLeago, still preserving and en-
larg'ng its worth to men. l is like a crystal siream of
truth flowing through wastes of ignorauce and crime.
Men die, but God's truth is immortal; generations pass
away and still tho Word of (tod remains. The holy text
¦elected covers the great question of the Incarnation as
St. Paul related it to his countrymen, talking plainly to
them. In heaven Christ Is the great central at traction,
and the angels are His ministers. He \» the son and
heir. Ho sit.-s upcui the throne, surrounded by worship-
pin; hosts; yet, with all thesedistinctions, Ho assumed
our human nature. He passed by the angels, taking
not on Him their natnre, but with great humbleness
taking oors. From a review of Christ's condescension
the preacher went back to its first cause, the rebellion
of the angel* This unpardonable mo ot theirs, ho said,
had Its counterpart in man's heartless rejection of tho
charity and love of Christ. Sy His arm we have b.-t-n
rescued front the gates of despair and borne upward to
the portai* of Immortality. Ho has promised us a lei-
lowship of love in the palace of the great King. It it
not Just, then, that weshonld on this day say, "Olory
be to God on high?"

8T. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL.

The Interior of St. Patrick's Cathedral, In Mott
street, near Prince, presented a magnificent appear¬
ance yesterday. There was not a very great display of
evergreens, but the grand altar and the chancel were

so flooded with light from hundreds of tapers that the
sight was almost dazzling to the vision. The altar, In
Its snow white drapery, was set off in Its beauty by the
nch cloths of crimson and gold which encircled the
pillars and hung from the wall* within the railing.
There was an nnbroken line ol lights from the small
side altars to the huge crucifix which stands above the
mam altar, and, in fact, every niche and corner, high
and low, on all sides near the altars, a stream of light
poured down upon the scene beneath, where were
gathered together, in gorgoou* vestments of white anil
gold, the oillciating priests and the acolytes.

It has been customary of late years since the practice
of having midnight masses was done away with to have
a high mass celebrated instead of a low niui as the first
ceremony of Cbr'fttnas morning. Yesterday the first
nigh mass in tbeCathedrnl was celebrated at five o'clock
In the morning. The celebrant was tho Vicar General ot
the diocese. Rev Father Quina Fathers O'Grady and
Crosby, ol the Troy Seminary, officiating respectively
us deacon and sub deacon 'I here wsa no sermon at
this dm Tho sacred edifice, notwithstanding ttie
early hour at which th* service* were begun, was well
tilled by a congreg lion the major portion of wbi h
were strangers.
There was a grand Pontifical b'.gh mass at half past

ten. the celebrant being Cardin.i1 McCloskey. Reverend
fathers O'Grady and Crosby officiated aa deacon and
siib-deacon, with Father* Kane ami Hogari as aeacons
of honor, and Father Farley, the Cardinal's secretary,
and Father Kearney. M isters of Cercmonjr. The ser¬
mon was preached by Rev Father F Tieanor, S J.,
one of the most eloquent preacher* .>! ilv- Jesuit Or¬
der. Hia theme was the grand mystery of the Son of
God becoming man lor the salvation of mankind. He
called attention to the birth of ibe Saviour In a man¬
ger, and showed what lesson* were to be learned with
profit by Christina bow His poverty taught us uot
to look for flilies art our great aim la life, but that, on
the contrary. He had been born for and lived in pov¬
erty to give as an example, to encourage those strug-
i.ng in adversity to bear ap under their sufferings aj
He bad done under His. and theieby obtain an eternal
reward with Him in heaven.
The musical part of the services was by no means

the least attractive. The mass sung was No. 2 in It
minor by Gusuvua Scbmitx, tho accomplished
organist of the Cathedral. It was rendered superbly
by the Cathedral Choral Society ami the other artins
who wer specially engaeed to reinforce tbem. There
were flity voice* .n all. Tlie "Adeste Fideles," soprano
ard chorus. was beauti.'uily rendered, as was the
"lAudate 0o(i;uuni" by Cherubim, soprano and
chorus, ihe solo being sting by Madame Bedell!.
Mme, BUesretch, alto, sang the "Vem Creator " very
sweet.y "O Marnum Myateriuw " quartet, waa also
g ven with exoe lent iffert
There was quite a lar^e congregation present dnrln?

the services, which cause i< a close about halt past
twelve o'cloc k. Vespers were sung ,n the aJteruoon in
the Cathedral, there being a largo attendance, despite
the bad weather.

6T. ATKI'HXN S CHCB' ii.

Special pains were taken to prepare Tor a suitable
celebration of the great Christmas fe tival at SU
Stephen's Roman Catholic church, In Twenty egbih
street, near Third avenue. The congregat ion is one r

the richest and most fashionable of the Catholic
churches of the metropolis, on the galleries were !>s.
loons of evergreens and la the n.rer paces h'.ng
wreaths and crosses. The occasion was not made, how

ever, one of 1prolnse decoration, as, for examplo. tho
middle altar, which at Kastertlde is loaded with flow¬
ers, was yesterday artistically dressed w th fforal de¬

signs hardly sutfceient to relieve tt from its everyday
appearance ol simplicity. But wbilo tho main aliar
waa aot loaded with flower*, tho<* on either side, dedi¬
cated to St. Joseph and the Virgin Mary, were made

specially attractive. There were six masses, the first
beginning at half-past four A M. This one, like that
which commenced at eleven A M., was a high mass,
with deacons and sno-deacons, a master of ceremonies,
a iiost ef acolytes and a volunteer choir. I he masses
InteMeaiag uetweea that arid the one which com¬
menced at alevea were low masses, and all
wera largely attended. The collections at all
the aaaeee, ss Is usual, were tor the benefit
"f Q'8 orphan a*vlnms under the charge of the
Catholic Church. The music at the high masses was of
an exceedingly high order. At eleven o'clock
"Mercadanti'a Mnss" in l> m uor, scored and
orchestered tiy Mr H. B. Dan fori h was S'lng. The
composition of the choir waa as follows..Sopranos,
Mile. Anna l.e.imao and Mile. Ackermaa;
alto Mlla. Munier. tenor M. Telle; bas-o, M
Kaufman snd a riand of twenty p ecea. The
chAef musical portions of the mass rendered were j

M follow* ."Qui ToIUs," soprano «olo, hv Kilo.
LafeMi and chorus. "Et Io> ai-natus," tenor nolo, by
Mr Telle. "El Unum Sanctum,1' alto «olo, by Mile.
Munler. "Venlt'reator," by Mme. Ackerman.
The celebrant of the ma»n was Ffcthor Me<'ready;

Deacon, Father Byron: Sub-Deacon, Father James T.
Cvrru, and Master or Ceremonies, father Costifan
Ui'V. Dr. MoGlynn pn-achsd, taking lor his text the
Ural verse oi the <;<>Si>el of the Jay Irum St. John, first
chapter, "In the beginning wa.s the Word anil tho
Word was with God, and the Word was God " I>r.
McGlynn, in beginning his discourse, aatd (hat in the
opening worirt of the epistle oi the lavorilo
disciple of the Saviour which he bad Just
read was the solution of a problem which had engrossed
the mii]'If of all human kind ou the earth until the
coming of the Saviour. Man bad fallen from his high
estate, tbe mind which was Intended to comprehend
the Maker of the universe had become clouded, tho
heart which was intended to be filled with the love of
God had become callous. But now a new life was com¬
menced. With the birth of the God man a new king-
durn waa Inaugurated. A kingdom of peace OB earth
to men of good wriii- perfect peace in the mind, bo.
cause of the imiskcshiou of truth; perfect peace iu the
heart, because of the assurance that eventually God
would fulfil hit promise. Man had lalleu from his high
estate, but (iod so loved the world that lie sent Hut
only begotten .-ou that whosoever believed might not
perish, but have eternal life. In conclusion Dr. Mc-
Glynn said"In gathering around this Christian altar
let us in spirit gather around tbe uianger cradle on
high, which is id reality the throne of God, on this an¬

niversary of the birth of the Kiug of the kingdom of
peace; resolve that from this time and henceforiii our
lives shall be void of oflence toward Cod and man."

ST. Ignatius' chuhch.
The little church called Si Ignatius waa very prettily

trimmed with evergreens yesterday. Each panel in

the church was lined with green, and contained a

white satin bannor with motto in green ami gold.
The altar was one mass of green, and in the oentro was

placed a pillar of cameHas and lea rosea, with the word
"Rest" in violets iq the centre. The following was the

programme ot music:.
The litany Cciobrution.Processional Litany Hymn.
The lntroit.Kyrie Klieson.
Tho Sequence.Gloria Tibi.
Credo.oflertory.
.Nan i tus.Benedictus.
Hymn after the Canon.Agnus Dei.
Gloria iu ExceUis.Nunc DimiUis.
RetroceaalonaL
Dr. KWar took his text from the ninth vorse of the

lirst chapter of St. John:."That was the true
Light, which lightelh evory man that coineth into the
world."
On a hill in I'alesttno covered with fir trees stands

the village of Bethlehem. From that place came forth
the Saviour of souls. To use the quaint language of the
ancient farmers:.''In December, when the nights are

long, rose unto us tho day of which there Is no mor¬
row." Over the spot where tbe manger stood the
early Christians erected an oratory, aud after tit
John's death the Emperor ordered the tomple to be de¬
molished and

A STATUS OF ADOKIS
to be erected in its place. Subsequently St. Helena
destroyed the statue and built a church, to which
Christians have made many and large additions, until
the original structure is lost to sight In the crypt is
a block of marble which wo are told marks the placo
where tho manger stood. Credulity is the
twin brother of scepticism, but his heart Is not to
he envied who can stand in such a place questioning.
That hill in Palestine, with Its town, that town with
1(8 church, that chuf ch with Its crypt, that crypt with
Its block of marble, are the nucleus of the lustivitles
to-day. The manger Is every altar where the Lord is.

Every altar to-day may be a heavenly one. To day is
the Christian's great thanksgiving. This day is second
only lo the quoen festival of Easter; 'the work then to
be completed is to-day begun. We rejoice in Jesus to¬
day not as a king or i.od, but as a man, our brother.
Let us from to-duy hold last to the truth of the perfect
manhood o! Christ, tor ou that lacl hangs the salvation
oi the world.

CHCECH OF ST. MABY TEE YIBQIN.
The Bervicea yesterday at tho Church of St Mary the

Virgin were of the higti ritualistic character. The ed.
Iflce, which is at Forty-Afth street and Eighth avenue,
was beautifully decorated. The altar was draped In
white and gold, and the upper part of the tabernacle
was adorned with flowers, tho most conspicuous ot
which was a bright scarlet star. Waxen lights of
every size and brilliancy glorified the sanctuary, while
the church aisles wsre In the shade, the day being
dark and few gas Jets lit. The services began
with the midnight mass and were continued in
the morning until the nirun cantata, which was
celebrated by Father llrown, the pastor. At eleven
o'clock the last morning service was begun by tho
choristers chanting tho processional and appearing at
the vestry door in pairs headed by a crossbearer. The
acolytes wore white surplices and red sontans. Tho
choristers wore dark soutans, the celebrant a white
satin chasuble, with a golden cross, Over a white alb.
The procession entered the chancel by the centre door
and the services progressed. Io» Handle's mass wu.s

sung, and Kev. Dr. Uatterson, of Philadelphia, preached
the sermon, after the iirst gospel. XIis text was found
hi Matihew, xxa., 42: '"What think ye of Christ; whose
sun is He *"

The sermon was a model of brevity and dealt prin¬
cipally with the questions of Christ's incarnation and
d.vmity aii'i their influence on Christianity. At the
outset of hts remarks he said that the whole Church
was ringing with Joy on this Christmas morning be¬
cause it was commemorative ol the Saviourol mankind,
.still he felt constrained to call attention to the palpa¬
ble tendency of mankind in these days to reject every
form ol religion and lollow a philosophy of their own
UQ'lur tho specious pretext that they were doing so

uuder the banner of human freedom. Condemning the
prevalence of Infidelity thus apparent, and deprecating
the latent desire in so many hearts in these times t°
hurry forward In the direction opposite to the relig,on
of ttie Master, Dr. Batter;-ou repeated the words of n,o
textand described anew the old. old story of the nativity
at Bethlehem; Christ's lowly lite and origin so far a*'
they were known to human beings at that time, aud the
grand victories He has since achieved over tho world
wisdom and everything; He by His word had conquered
not only nations but also human hearts, winning ibeni
from themselves and turning them to God. The
preacher described Home as it was at the time of the
b rth and passion of Christ; its religious, social and
temporal condition, and the total change wrought s-o
speedily in these so as to make the Imperial city thy
home of Christianity in three centuries The preacher
speaking of the Kedeemer and His attributes, quotedthe words of Napoleon I. on Si. Helena, which sub¬
stantially declared that Christ's achievement In
tho conquest of mankind through lovo rather
tDan by force proved Hirn incontestablv mora
than man, surely divine t rom this to the close of
the sermon Ur. H^tt«rson devoted his attention and
arguments to proving bow absolutely necessary wero
the incarnation aud divinity of Je.-,!js to the faith
of the Catholic world. The divinity was the heart
of religion. In the incarnation Christians found rest
from sin, woe, suffering and distress, and throughboth mankind found redemption. In conclusion tho
preacher exh Wted his hearers to avail them elves of
the salvation afforded by these means, and to hasien to
do somothing lor their souls on this day of general re¬
joicing.

ST. FBANCIH XAVLEBS CHCBCH.
Seldom has sit. Francis Xavier's Church contained

ruch a number of devotees as on yesterday at lant mass.
Indoed, long before the solemn services commenced,
hundreds wore unable to gain adm.ssion. The interior
presented an impressive and most appropriate aspect,
every object the eyo could rest on being in complete
aud beautiful harmony with tho gladsome time. Tho
altar was brilliantly illuminated and adorned with the
choicest exotic pUnls. Handsome festoons of hem¬
lock depended along the galleries, the large columns in
the church being n<atly trimmed witn evergreens. In¬
deed, the spectacle was altogether characteristic of rev¬
erential Joy, and not the least conspicuous feature was
a figure to the left of the altar of the Infant Redeemer
Ic a cradle, aurrounded by all the emblems that could
recall the glorious event of the birth of Christ. At
half past ten o'clock the procession Iswued from the
sacristy amid the grand *traius ot Mendelssohn's
proc .'i-islonal march. The celebrant was the Hov.
i- ather Hadon, the Kev Father Prendergast, deacon, the
Kev. M Mci-atneny sub-deacon, and the Kev. M.
P ante, master of ceremonies. At the termination of
the first tjospel the Kev. Father Shea preached a ser.
mon, taking Ins text Irorn Isaiah, vu.. Therefore the
l ord himself ?hail give you a sign. Behold a virgin
shall conceive and hear a sou and shall call his name
Inimanuel." The reverend gentleman in the course of
an eloquent address alluded to thp adorable presence of
God. Ho showed that during the two centuries of the
highest human civilization the so called philosophers
of the time had no right or title to the name, for
phi;o«ipby, If it m'Sfit auything. meant the love of
wisdom and dealing with the highest principles known
to human reason. It was proven by the laots. They
spoke of (iod as a being far away from man, utterly
heedless of what took p ace on earth. Then were many
highly cultivated men of the present day who called
Into question the existence of (iod, and denied it be¬
cause tney could not »co (iod with ihoir eyes or hear
II.m with their ears. Iheycouid not lay their linger
upon Hun and hast.ly concluded thai (iod did
not exist. Others th< re were who apparently
did not go quite so far into the regions ot obscurity
who contented themselves with the thought that al-
though God might e> t, still it was impossible foi
them to know it. Bull these so-called scientists and
Wits were the work of (>od s own bunds, and by a

strange contradiction they presented Instead of the
true (iod their manner of substituting one for Him.
heierco wax taken instead of <>od, human law, progress
and all sorts of substitutes were taken instead of the
living (iod, because people could not do withont a (iod.
As the late President of Ecuador exclaimed on his
death bed, '.Rod does not die." and a» He. dues not die
His pia'ie could not be vacated. Therefore, notwlth-
flanding all these new pagans, those scientific blas¬
phemers said, the God e,t]eittion, if ho might So speak,
was to-day everywhere the absorbing question ol the
hoor. The reverend preacher submitted that, despite
all the science of the day and the would-be wits of the
day, the ex >-ien< e of (>od could not be overset by hu¬
man roason. In Concluding the reverend speaker
showed that as God was omnipresent tho greater vigi¬
lance should lie exercised to guard against
sin. The music, under the direction of
Dr. William Horgo, tho organist, was superb,
worthy the grand occasion. 'I lie double quartet ooo.
sisted of Mile. Teresa Wernek* and Mine Merge, so-

pranl, Mile. Marie Werneke and Mine. .sbult*. con¬

trail!; Signer Tamaro and Herr Krebs, tenon; Hefr %.
Vierling and I). .Stanton, hassi, ami was assisted bv a

full and wail trained eliotua. wiUi Oiamss' atnoised

orchestra »nd Htt Jacobaoha m solo violinist.
1'he inuu mIpcM for the occMiun ww Gounod's
"Memo Solennelle," "8«. Cecelia, " which, from begin¬
ning to end was rendered with gmud effect. At the
offertory the "Adastea Pidelee," as imaged by Or.
Berge, waa sung lu a manner commensurate with the
solemn ceremonies of the day. The drat verxe was
rendered by the chorus, tho second verse waa admira¬
bly given as a soprano nolo by the esqaislte voiced
Mile. Teresa Wernoke, while the third verse brought
Into requisition tho entire force of the choir, chorus,
orohu.sti.i and or(;an. The "Benedit tun" waa most
sweetly sung by Mile. Wernoke alter the Klevatioo,
and ui it she «ra# well supported by tho choru*

CHURCH or 8T. VINCENT FF.ltUF.lt.
As is usual on all great festival days, the programme

tor the celebration ot Christmas at the Dominican
churoti waa excellent Indeed. The ladles of the Altar
Socioty deserve much credit for the rich and tasteful
manner in which the altar was decoratod. A profusion
of natural flowers was distributed on the altar, and
whon the tapers were llghtod the effcct was very brilU
taut. The grand spectacle was not completed until
the advent of tho priests and acolytes on tho alutr. In
solemn state tho celebrant, deacon, snb-deacon and at¬
tendants died out or ths sanctuary, and as
the head of the oortfige entered on the
altar the organ pealed a Joyful tribute, lasting
until the clergymen and boys had taken up their re
spectlve positions During the progress of tho grand
high mass tho choir rendered parts of "Haydn's
Imperial Mas*" and "Mass No. L" The "Kyrie."
"Uloria" and "Credo" were from Mass No. lj tne
"Sanctus Henedtctus" and "Agnes" from the imperial.
At the offertory Adam's "Noel" was sung by Miss Mor-
rlson-Fiset, tho soprano of the choir. The rendering
wu very line. It afforded Miss Fisot an opportunity to
display her art, which is of a high order. The quartet
ot tho choir, under the direction of Mr Hunsobei, was
distributed as follows:.Mtss Morrison Flset, soprano;
Miss Fivet, alto; Mr. Groachei, tenor, and Mr. Walker,
basso.
Mass was celebrated by Father Sllnger, assisted by

Father Daly as deacon aud Father Lynch as sub-
doacon. The sermon was preached by Father Lilly, the
prior of the convent.

TltS SHItSON.
After reading the gospel tor the day, tho reverend

father procoedod to explain the text. Uo dwoit es¬
pecially upon the tact that Christ had boon the emanci¬
pator of the poor. He described in graphic terms the
debased aud enslaved condition of the poor at the com¬
ing of Jesus, and then drew a glowing picture of their
happy condition after He began His preaching. Ho
spoke of tho rich and priotleu legacy He had left them.
a legacy bought with His precious blood on the
Mount of Calvary. He spoke words of consolation to
those whose-lot in ltfe is not as prosperous or comfort¬
able as they could wish, telling thom that tho stations
men tilled were not of their own making, but of God's
will. If they entered seriously into the subject, they
would see. uo matter how humble their condition.that
Ood hod appointed them to it to final u certain office,
and on the faithful performance of the trust depended
theirjiappiuess hero and hereafter.

CHUBCH OF TUB MEDIATOR.
At the Church ofthe Mediator (Protestant Episcopal),

Ormond place, Brooklyn, service was held yesterday
morning. The church was very appropriately deco¬
rated. The musical programme was exceedingly at¬
tractive and was as follows:.Organ voluntary; pro¬
cessional hymn, "The Angel's Song," solo and chorus,
(}. K. Bleocker: "Venito," e.hant No. 11, common praise;
'.Gloria Patrl," J. Krnest Perrlng; "To Deum," Lloyd,
in K flat; "Jubilate Deo," A. H. Pease; ante-lltany hymn,
No. 63, "Saviour, whon in Dust to Thee;"
hymn No. 4«i, "Shout the Glad Tidings;"
"Responses to Commandments," H. \V. Greaiorex;
"Gloria Tibl," Dr. Cutler; hymn 17."Hark the Herald
Angels Sinff," G. W. Warron; "Gloria Palri" after ser¬
mon, J. K. Perring; offertory anthem."While Shep¬
herds Watched their Flocks," quartet and chorus,
Lloyd; organ voluntary; communion service; trisa-
gion."Therefore with Angola;" hymn; "Gloria ia
Kxceleis." The following ladies and gentlemen sang
tho solos;.Soprano, Miss Lizzie Crowell; alto. Mrs.
Isabel Thatcher; tenor, Mr. W. V. Suxe; basso, Mr. F.
L CondiC
An eloquent sermon was preached by th« rector, the

Rev. T. Htafl'ord .Drowne, D. D., who selected for ills
text the fourteenth verse of the second chapter of tho
Gospel of St. Luke."(iiory to God in tho highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men." Dr. Drowne
described the social and political condition of the world
at the period shortly before the birth of Christ, the
unostentatious announcement of this great event and
us effcct upon the ensuing centuries. He then pro¬
ceeded to sketch the significance of the song of the
angels and to show its realization and the development
of Christianity throughout the agea He dilated at
length, and in a very attractive aud earnest manner,
upon the lessons taught by this song, particularly
those which iiad reference to the words "Peace on
earth and good will to men." At the conclusion of the
sermon the communion was partaken of by tho mem¬
bers of the church. I

THE SERVICES AT GBACE CHTTBCH.
The Christinas services at the abovo church were pe¬

culiarly impressive. The morning congregation wag

large and fashionable, the music especially being an

attraction. In the choir wero Mrac. Brignoll, soprano;
Miss A. Henne, contralto, Messrs. George Simpson,
tenor, and J. H. Wheeler, baritone. Miss Drafdil
being 111 was not in attendance. Mr. George W.
Colby presided, a* usual, at tbe organ. Tbo ful-
lowing was the musical programme:.Mosenthal's
"Vemte," in 0, was sung first, and this was succeeded
by "Gloria Patri«" ant Pease's "Gloria In Excelsi*."
Thomas' "To Ueum" was sung with One affect, and tbo
"Cunuque do NOel," by Adam, was a performance worthy
of St. Stephen's. Mr. Potter, a brutber of the pastor,
preached an unusually fine Christmas sermon, and after
sacrament the large congregation dispersed to indulge
In tbe usual Christmas festivities. A collection was
taken up for the benefit ol the Grace chapel mission.

CHUBCH OF 8T. AGNES.
At St. Agnes' church, in East Forty-third street,

there were bpecial services of a highly interesting na¬

ture yesterday. The church itsolf had been tastefully
decorated and festooned, and tbe altar was brilliant
with lights and flowers. Mercadantl's mass was sung
by a large choir, with fino instrumental accompani¬
ment. K. Marzo presided at the organ, and Mr. Albytes
wielded tbe baton. Among tho soloists, Mrs. Robinson,
soprano, and Signor Colrtli. buss, deserve special and
la\orable mention. Rev. Father Mc.Dowall, the pastor
of tho church, officiated as chief celebrant of the mass,
and also proached a Christmas sermon, in which he re¬
ferred lei'iingly to the occasion, and urged his bearers
to profit by the lesson ol' humility taught them in tho
ob.-«ure grotte ol Bethlehem two tboutsaiid yoars ago.

THE PATTLI8T8' CHTTBCH.
At the Taulists' church, West Fifty-ninth street,

yesterday morning, tbe usual masses wore celebrated.
Tbe hall past ten o'clock mass was celebrated by the
Rev. Father Voune, tho deacon being Rev. Father
l>wyer and the sub-deacon Rev. Father Stone. Tbo
sermon was preached by the Kev. Kalbor Brown. Tho
tnus o was the Gregorian chant, which this church
makes a specialty. Tbe altars were especially decorated,
and around tbo church tbe pillars and wiudows were
fesiooned with evergreens.

AT THE CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.
Tbe various charitable institutions throughout tbe

city provided liberally for tho good cheer of their In¬
mates, whether old or young, in order that tbey, one

and all, might have some pleasing recollections of, and
soiid comfort on tbla season, when the universal motto
is "Peace on earth and good will toman." To say
that tbe participants of the bounties provided for them
appreciated the efforts that were made in their behalf
conveys but a faint idea of the actual case. Suffice it
to say that they will long remember with gratitude tbe
festivities of yesterday.
At the Howard Mission, No. 40 Bowery, about eight

hundred persons of all ages and sexes were served with
a liberal dinner of oysters, poultry and broad and butter
and coflee. The opening exercises commenced at

eleven o'clock with singing by the scholars attached to
the mission. In tbe afternoon presents were made to
the children, consisting of shawls, hosiery, clothing,
Ate., for the purpose of protecting the little ones from
tbe cold blasts of winter.
At tbe Old Five Points Mission the children at¬

tached nereto were present at ten A. M when caeh
one was supplied with a new suit of clothes. No
dinner was provided, but what perhaps pleased tbe
little ones equally as well wan two largo Christmas troes,
on which were bung smtablo presents, which wore sub¬
sequently distributed, as also packages of oranges,
apples, nuts and confectionery.
At the Five Points' Honan of Industry some 500 or

000 children were entertained. The opening exercises

consisted ol singing and g) m nasties, after which, at
three o'clock, dinner was served, consisting of a

bountiful supply of tnrkeys, mince-pies, vegetables
and other good tilings. Every girl was given a new
calico drew, while the i>oys were given e*ira clothing.
Tbe Children Aid .Society did not forget Its little

charges, but held festival* as follows:.At the Thir¬
teenth Ward si hool, at No, K vmgton street, al
cloven A. M. the Seventh ward, at- No. Market
street, at eleven A. M.; Cottage place, at
No. "J04 Bleecker street at hair past one P.
M K.vventh ward, at No. 109 F.ast Eleventh street, at
three P. M Gorman livening School, at No. 272 Second
stri et, at halt" past seven P. M. 1 ne Inmates of the
different lodg.ng houses of the society were also given
a Christmas dinner at half-past seven I'. M.. via Tho
newsboys and girls at Rivmgton street, KInvert!h ward
and .Sixteenth ward lodging hmi-.es. 'I ho basis of these
feed* was turkey and pumpkin pie, which was heartily
enjoyed by all. Numerous presents of woollen shirts
and clothing were also made.
A merry Christmas was spelt at the Home for the

Friendless. Some .n*) children were glv«n » good tar-
key dinner at one o'clock. Nnging and other exercise*
succeeded the disposal of the edibles, which in turn
wers supplemented by the dispensing of gllta to the
children from dm Christmas tree.
Tnn Howe Lodging Honse, 192 Chatham square, gave

a tree dinner to its inmates.
At the Reception Hospital of the New York Juvenile

A ylurii, in West Thirteenth street, the Itttln inmates
were whII supplied with Christmas cheer, and pasaed
the iiiLaraoiin uuU oj^aituctn Uiu auiuvauint, ul hoiidiur

games and other amusement* A attaiiftr took
placo at the Juvanile A«y!utn In Uioonitngdale, la
which 580 boys and gtrU participated
The managers of the Protestant Half Orphan Asyluas,In Wb« Teuth street, celebrated the day by providing a

turkoy (lionor fur their chargea
The day waa colobratod by Father Drumgoole's boys

at their home, N<>s. 0U and 65 Warren street, with more
than the usual festivities. At the early masses most of
the larger boy* received Holy Communion. The small
children wore provided with now and comfortable com¬
plete suns of winter clothing. At hulf-past one P. M.
Ant boya and children enjoyed their uau&l Christmas
dinner, and it Is needless to state thai of the 400 lbs. of
turkey and other good things provided for the occasion
vi'ry little was left.
At the Union Home and Sehool for soldiers' and

sailors orphan* the children smoyed a bountiful diu-
ner and received a number of suitable gift* from their
good Santa Claus, Mm Judge C. P. Daly, Mrs. Admiral
F»rragut and the other ladies -rr-rnlH in the man¬
agement
Although the children at the House of the GoodShepherd did not retire much before four o'clock yes-teruay, owing to the ttoreo masses that were celebratedafter midnight, a choir of each class awoke the"Mother," in charge, at balf past fiv«, singingthe most Joyous Christmas carota beneath her

windows. The "day break" mass was celebrated about
.even o'clock, then breakfast: after which the Juvenile
classes assembled around ttieir Christmas trees, which
were ladon with gifts of pious -books, ribbons, nuts
candles, ha. The time |>assed In Innocent gayety until
dinner, which was served at twolve o'clock, and con-
listed of an abundaut supply of turkey and Its usual
concomitants, followed by a dessert of plea apples and
nutsi, Recreation then followed till three P. M., whoa
all assembled in the c.h'ipel to colebrate grand vespers.
Monday will also be a high holiday at this institution,
all tho classes taking recreation In suitable amuso--
inents.
A turkey dinner was given yesterday to tho Inmates

of Ward's Island In the evening a Christmas festival
was held In the State Kmigrant and Refuge Hospital,
under the direction of Dr. Mann, the resident physi¬
cian. It was a Hue ailiiir and greatly enjoyed by tho
poor emigrant.
The Commissioners of Charity and Correction, true

to their promise, gave a splendid Christmas dinner to
all the inmates of the several Institutions under their
supervision. At tho Penitentiary, some fourteen hun¬
dred prisoners were provided with a line turkey din¬
ner, which was superintended by Warden John Poland
lady. Commissioner iiraunau was also in attendauco,with several Iriends. Commissioner Cox lookod after
the Inmates of the city prisons, who also eujoyed a
feast of turkey. There were In ail 3,000 persons fed
yesterday. The paupers on Blackwelfs Island, about
1,000 lu number, were also furnlshod with a sumptuous
dinner, together with 2,200 lunatics. At Randall's
Island 1,800 children sat down to 1,500
pounds of turkey, while 1,800 disabled pa¬
tients were the recipients of a like
repast. At the school ship Mercury a very pleasant
time was had, about 200 boys enjoying the dinner given
by the Commissioners. There ware in all 14>000 pounds
of turkeys distributed around the several public institu¬
tions and consumed by 10,000 prisoners, paupers,
lunatics, sick and disabled and children. Nothing oo-
curred to mar the day's pleasure. The prisoners aj. tho
Penitentiary expressed themselves as highly pleased
with their Christmas feast.
At the Colored Orphan Asylum. In 114th stroot. and

St. Luke's Home, In Kast tilghtv-ninUi street, the day
was also suitably commemorated.
The old folks of the Baptist Home for the Aged had a

fine Christmas dinner, at which many kind ladles at¬
tended, and made the day pleasant by their presence.

Sister Irene, of the Foundling Asylum, distributed a
quantity of toys among tho little waifs under her care,
to their infinite delight. The Christmas gilts had
been contributed by a number of kind-hearted ladies.
A philanthropist who yesterday might have found

himself in that exceliont and extensive Institution,
tho Catholic Protectory at Westchester, eould not
fail to have experienced a feeling of profound grati¬
fication while witnessing the hundreds of bappv
little ones whose hearts had been made glad through
the kindness and liberality of their guardians and
frienda At seven o'clock the Inmates, who uumber
about 1,600, enjoyed a hearty, ''special" breakfast,after which they wore marched to the chapel, where a
grand musical high mass was eelobrated and an Instruc¬
tive discourse delivered. This over, the Juveniles were
permitted to enjoy themselves without restraint on the
spacious play grounds of tho Protectory until twelve
o'clock, when they tiled Into tbe large dining balls.
Hero the sight which presented itecll was all-sufllclent
to again remind tho eager boys and girls of the homely
phrase, "Christmas comes but once a year." The
tables seemed almost unable to support tbo weight of
good things which they bore. These latter embraced a
bountiful supply of poultry, different kinds of vegeta¬
bles, while for dessert there were apples, oranges, can¬
dies, codee, Ac. It Is noadless to slato in what manner
the tables were lightened of their loud. During the
afternoon that dear, delightful old patron of good chil¬
dren.Santa Claus.made his occasional visit to tho
younger ones, not one of whom was forgotten. A num¬
ber ol tho Inmates were also allowed to spend some
time with relatives and iriends, who callcd to see them
during the day.
HOW THE NEWSBOYS DINED.

The dark, dreary day brought little joy to the cheer-
less homes of the "wee folks," whoso domicile had
been passed unheeded by Santa Claua. Indeed, Santa
Claus had been so busy in leaving lots of toys In tho
houses of the rich and well-off that it seemed as if he
had no time to visit tho

HnfTd and cnfTM and dlarcgpeckit
poor little boys and girls, whose useful occupation It Is
to distribute the Tele-gram and other daily newspapers *

among the busy inhabitants of this great metropolis.
But tbe proprietor of tbe Telegram bad ordered to be
prepared an agreeable surprise to tbe little news

venders, in the shapo of a substantial dinner at Moo-
quin's restaurant, No. 20 Ann street, where arrange-
mcnts had been made to entertain all the news boys
and girls who might come between tho hours of twelve
and four, provided with a ticket, which could be had at
the office of the Telegram merely lor the asking.
About noon, a stirring and noisy crowd of children.

mostly boys.between the ages of Ave and fifteen years
was assembled in Ann street. The little people pushed,
Jostled and struggled for a place in the line, which a

few police officers assisted to form in front of the rest-
aurank Boys of all nationalities, age* and conditions
were there; little shock-hoaded, fair-faced, blue-eyed
urchins, wh6 had about them tbe look of muoh war

iness and sharpness of character, which could only
have been acquired by A amount of friction with
the ways of tills weary world that must bo quite dis-
proportionate to (heir ages. There were, too, many
specimens of thu pertut gamin, who. In tlici'r
¦lark looks, bright black eyes and dusky skins, showed
that they belonged to parents whOM ancestors sleep be-
neath the sunny fckies of beautiful lutly or tho vine chut
hills of France.

Till CELTS AND TSCTON3
were largely In the ascendant; and it required bat little
of levator's science 10 point out among 'ho young¬
sters those whose sires had come Irom Fatherland,
aud those whose ancestors ha<l been "kings and
princes'' In the Emerald Isle. Still, thore they wore,
as American boys, with all tho rights and privileges
of citizenship belore them and it Is impossible to guess
how many generals, statesmen, diplomats, legislators
or jurists may have been present yesterday at that
newsboys'dinner. The large dining ball of Mouqum's,
which extends clear across from Ann to Kalton streets,
had beeu titled up with a double row of tables. Seats
were placed on both sides of the tables, so that be¬
tween two and three hundred boys and girls
could sit down to dinner at once. The
room wa* decorated with Christmas evergreens, and a

siring bund occupied an elevated position on a plat¬
form on the south side of the ball. It was arranged
that tho lour tables should be served successively, and
an hour allowed to each one, so that the entertainment
should cover lour hours, from twelve o'clock until four.
The bill of fare consisted of roast turkey, with mushed
potatoes, rolls and butter, and cake, pies, ooffee and
oranges.
At tho first table there sat down 320 Individuals, In-

eluding forty girls, and the other tables accommodated
nearly as many, so that between 1,100 and"tWKI.VK nOHUKIII) CHILIiHKM WKRI tUtRVKD.
When the meal was finished at all tho tables by the

successive batches of children, each child was allowed
to draw from a bag a lottery ticket, and the lucky ones
who drew prizes were furnished with an order lor a
suit of clothos. K&ch of the boys who drew prizes got
a coat, pantaloons and vest, and the girls a good warm
Shawl.
The little people vociferously shouted their admlra-

tion for tho Telegram, and on three or four occasions
called out Mr. Hall, who each time made a short speech
to them. They sang tho "Mulligan Cusrds," "Down in
a Coat Mine," the "Kod, While and Bluo," and other
songs, with much feeling and expression. Throughout
the afternoon the proprietor of the telegram wa*
cheered to tbe e< ho
The following are the names of the boys and girls who

were lucky enough to draw prizo* in the lottery:.
Abraham Alexander, No. 178 Clinton street; Maggie

McDougal, No. 31 Cherry streot; Mary Carson, No. 31
i berry stroet; May llanoy, No 36 Mulberry street;
John Cannoy, No. 2 Roosevelt street; Ira Miller Frost,
Forty n.iuh street and Third avenue: Thomas Singer,
No. 34.J Frank lort street. Jenny McCowsn, No 16
iJe^brosses street; James Foley, No. 101 fltwnwlch
street; Edward O'Hara, No. Ill Cherry str« et; Thomas
Henderson, No. 24 Koso street; William M< (rowan, No.
4:;9 Fourteenth street; Mary Houston, No. 01 R<ne
street; Charlie Flynn, Ne. 16 Cherry ^reet; PhilipKysn, No. 24 Mott street, and Neiiie Mahony, No. *

'.rand street.

WASHINGTON MAKKET YESTERDAY.
If tho purchasers of good things on Christmas Eve

presented a gladsome appearance on the eve of tbe
great Christian festival, those who went thither yester¬
day morning to male* their tardy acquisition of poultry,
he., presented a saddened aspect. Tliey consisted
principally of those who were poorly provided with the
world's goods and went to buy at as cheap prices m
they possibly could, at an early hoar !n tho morning,
bony turkeys, em u lated geese and half starved looking
ducks for their Christmas dinner which bad not found
purchasers on the preceding day. Many a
wan ami pinched Woman's face was to he
seen there, who haggled desperately over their
purchain*, for their homes were unhappy
and drunkenness or slcknesg caused them to be poor,
and necessitated their lighting for low prices. There
were but few poultry stands open, however, and those
few In charge of assistants, the proprietors being ab¬
sent, engaged in the disposition of good cheer, and for-
getfnl, perhaps, of the poor who camo to purchase the
"leavings" of their heavily loaded stands on the day
preceding Cnrlstmas. A few vendors of Obrtatmas
greens were also In the market vending their surplus
stock.; aud la Barclay street a well kuo^JV to^t store ]

remained open tin fhe afternoon. Ky devea o'cioci
the poor parchaeers hud nearly *11 lit<»ppe*ri>d, and
comparative silence prevailed iu the usually busy mart.
In Pullon, Onire aud other markets Uia same scene*
wore to be witnessed.

CHRISTMAS AMONG THE GERMANS.
The Germans have transformed Christinas Day

Into a children's and family celebration. Its
brilliant attribute! and presentation of holiday gifts
are the charming features. There is hardly a liuuHe-
bold which la not provided with a Ohrtatmaa tree,,
While Christmas eve la generally celebrated in the
seclusion of the faintly circle, Christmas Day ts gen¬
erally observed in a more public manner,by an exchange ef visits and recep¬
tions. The German places of amusement
along the liowery and other localities on tha eaat side
were profusely decorated At must of them musical
and vocal performances bad been provided and the at¬
tendance was numerous. The German societie«
made special arrangements for the entertain¬
ment of their members. The Mow Yorker
Sao neerband gave a Christmas festival at
the Germania Assembly Rooms last night. The hall
was tastefully decorated, and a Chmtmas tree deco¬
rated with toys for the children and presents for the
ladies wae one or the principal features. The affair was
wound up by a balL
The entertainments provided by the other German

societies wore similar In character, and the German
rentdents ef Mow York enjoyed themselves in their
usual way.

IN THE STREETS, CARS AND FER-
RIES.

The sloppy condition of the streets, and the rain rail¬
ing at intervals throughout the day, rendered podes-
trlanism Incompatible with comfort, and consequently
caused the sidewalks to be almost deserted at times.
As early as flvo o'clock in the morning, however, the
vlciuityof tto Catholic churches was alive with wor¬

shippers, trudging in the dark through the mud to
attend tho early mass, and which was celebrated at that
hour. Daylight brought out the representative city*
boy in small force, but poworful for noise, aided by tin
horns loft by Santa Claus In suspended stockings. As
the day wore on Into the forenoon there was no im¬

provement In the weather, but the services at th»
various churchos were so attractive that thousands
thronged within their welcoming doors. Those who
camoout of doors, however, all had a positive object in
view. There were to be seen none of the gaily dressed'
and merry crowds of chattering and ldiy strolling
pleasure seekers that usually throng our avenues on

holiday occasions. When it was not actually raining »
heavy mist hung over the city and exerted a

depressing lolluence on the spirits of all,
which required all the elastic tendency of th«
merry day to overcome. Perhaps it was thin
that can sod so many drunken men to be seen on the
East side. Starting out to liavo a " Merry Christinas "

they too frequently indulged in potent libations to
drown tho sopuritlu effect ol the weather, and having
gone too fur many of thorn will find themselves this
morning in the presenco of Justice Bixby at the Tombs.
Christmas, apart from its religious character, is ossea-

tially an eating day, as well as an occasion of making
and receiving gifts and lovo tokens, and itusually is, too,
a general visiting day. Yesterday, however, seetnod to
be an exception to this latter phase of ChriBtmos life.
.Scarcely any ladles were to be soen abroad alter tha
hour o'r returning from the churches, ami the street
cars were hardly so well patronized as on ordinary week
days. The ferries were almost deserted. Each boat
ft-om Brooklyn aud Jersey City brought, aa a. rule, only
a *tragj,'ling half score of men, mufUed aud goloshed,
wbo proved, on inspection, to be, for the most part,
newspaper employes on their way to their daily work.
Contra) Park, tho Mecca of our holiday-making
masses ol the working chum, might havo been
taken by a stranger who wandered through
Its abandoned walks and drives for some
secluded private demesne, a thousand miles
away Irom the teeming metropolis. The commons,
which usually present such a gay appearunco on Hun-
days and holidays, brightened with gay colored cos-
tumcs and Uutterlug ribbons and merry chatter of
thousands of children and lady visitors, were relegated
to silence and solitude. The trees stretched their
limbs brown and bare across tho walks, which were de¬
serted, save that here and there some nmeraM«
"dining with Duke Humphrey" with ioldod arms aud
head lM>wod down, strolled mournfully along oblivious
of the drenching drops that fell upon him from the
dripping boughs overhead.
Among the tenement houses the day was celebrated

with comparatively more enthusiasm than in the
"brown stone fronts on the avenue^' Every family
not absolutely and hopelessly Impoverished had If not
a turkey or otber fowl, at least a piece of roast beef for
its Christmas dinner, and in many cases there will be
pinching and saving all tho rost of the ween to make
up for the extravagance or that festive nieaL Many ef
tbe apartments, especially on the east sido, were taste¬
fully decorated with evergreens, which were carried
about tbe streets by pedlers and sold for s song. There
was a glut ol "green stuff" In the markot, and tho
large dealers sold it to podlers for little more tiiau the
cartage. The means ot decoration being thus within
easy reach many a room was gayly decorated whose
initiates know nut where to-day's breakfast is to come
from.

CHRISTMAS IN BROOKLYN.
Tne day waa ushored In by the ringing of church

bells and the "tooting" of that moat obnoxious of all
musical instruments.the fish born. The bells sum¬
moned tha pious members of the Roman Catholio
Church to the early masses and tho horns proclaimed
that the stock of Santa Clans had reached its destina¬
tion.the hands'ol tho little ones. There was joy on

every side apparent, rich and poor sharing in the sen¬

timent which prompts Christendom to be glad because
or the return of tha glorious anniversary. Tho hand
of uharity was busy, and the pleasure of giving was cer¬

tainly eqnal to the delight ot receiving. The cars and
many private conveyances were thronged during the
day by people visiting the churches. All public ofllcoa
and stores remained closed, and no work of any
description was to be seen oat ol doors. This circum¬
stance wan commented upon tu> sbowiug a remarkable
chango In the obsorvance of tho Christmas festival in
Brooklyn now aud the manner tu which It was kept
thirty years ago. An old resident of the oily Informed
the writer that at tho period named and lor soveral
year* after Christmas was not regarded as a holiday,
none but the Catholics aud a few Cbnrch of Kngland
people went to church on that day; the schools re¬
mained In Mission, public ofllces and stores transacted
business as usual, and work went on in tho shops anil
factories. Now the entire aspect ol" Uie scone on Christ¬
mas Day is chunked, and the Sabbath quietude and
solemnity would almost seem to have dawned with tha
festival.

First in tha order of the day. after the inspection o(
Kris Krlngle's budgeL came the churches. Urand high
masses ware celebrated before flva o'clock in tna
thirty eight Catholic church oh of Brooklyn, and the
sacrifice was offered in regular succcssion till half-past
ten o'clock, each priest celebrating tbreo m isses. Al
each service contributions were made by the congrega¬
tions to tha orphan*, according to the custom of that
fiiocesa. At SL Stephen's church, Hicks and Summit
streets, Haydn's Mass. No. 'A was admirably rendered
at the last servlot by the choir, composed of tho follow¬
ing volunteer artists:.Miss A. Wents, soprano; Him.
lA-xmellnyl, contralto; Mr. Charles Lockwood. tenor;
Mr. Ballon, baxsa An orchestra, the -0'K;ely Uand,
twelve pieces, accompanied tho choir.
The m iss at St. Peters' Hicks street and Warren, was

"Prince Ponlatowskl in r," aolennelle, which was sung
for the first tl'no in Brooklyn, the choir being undor the
direction of Professor A. Contado. Tho solos were takan
by Mrs. Anna K. Mixtelland K. II Hall, soprani; Mrs.
James Furey, contralto; Mr. Kd. B. tJadfey, tenor; and
Bignor K. Agrumonte and J. Saunders, ba&si. Tho
chorus consisted of twonty-ftvo voices.
At St. Charles Borromeo's, Sidney place, Gcneralll'a

mass No. 6 was admirably rendered by the choir, Con-
terno's orchestra accompanying.
At SL Joseph's, Pacific street, Haydn's mass No. 2

was sung by the regular choir of the church. The music
at SL Mary's Star of tbo Sea, Court, near Luquoer
¦treat: at St. Paul's, Court and Congress streets; St.
James' Jay street; Our laidy of Morcy,I)ebevolse street:
Church of tha Nativity, C)a«son avenue; and the Sacred
Heart, Clermont avenue, wshalso excellent and demon¬
s'raud care and pain* In the preparation on the part of
the choirs.

Special musical services were held also In the fore¬
noon at St. Ann's, on tna Heights, tho choir being
under the direction of MlssL. P. Schott; at the Holy
Trtnity, Clinton and Montague streets; St. Jamas';Church of the Messiah, Greene avenue; St. Mnry'a,
Classen nveuue; St. Jf/nn's, Seventh avenue; Christ
church, Harnaon street: SL Mark's, Adelphi street;
(iraco church, on the Height*; Kmauuel -Cutler Momo
rial, Washington street- SL Barnabas', Bush wick ave¬
nue; St. Matthews', Throop avenue; Church of tha
Reformation; SL George's. Marcy avenue; St. Luke's,
Clinton avenue; Church of the Kerieemer. Fourth ave¬

nue; St. Peter's, Stalo street, alt of the l'roteatant
Kpiscopal denomination.
The inmates of the Newsboys' Home, Vina street,

were fed heartily on the good things ofthe season by tha
patrons of that house yesterday. The old ladies sojourn¬
ing at tho Hume lor Ajjed and Indigent females woro ra-

galed on booed turkey, Charlotte Kusse and other ten¬
der delicacies oy the Church Charily Foundation. Ths
managers of the Industrial Home gave adinner to th«
children and thoir parents. Several clergymen wlii
wer| preeenl delivered brief addresses. At the Orphan
Asylum roaat beef and pics prevailed al tha dinner
hour, and disappeared with remarkable rabidity before
the onslaught ot the children.
Contrary to the expectation* of tha SheiltTs board¬

ers at the Raymond Street Jail there «u anything
but a plentiful ropnsL They blame Mr. Williams,
tha ont-going Sheriff, for this neglet*. The
Christmas "treat" consoled of a shea ol
roast beef, ona very cheap cigar aud the contents ol
six twenty-five ccnt boxes of grapes, equally shared
(after deducting the bruised fruit) among K00 prison¬
er*. At the Kings County Penitentiary tho enrtcta
fared baiter. They ware well supplied with turkey,
beef, pies and tobacco at the expense of the Bay .stats
Shoe Company, which latter corporation has the con¬
tract for the convict lsbor there. Governor Shevlin
and his Lieutenant, K. Crnmmie, presided ot tha
distribution of the food and saw that every man was
saiisflod. There was no afempt made to entertain the
Inmates of the Almshouse, the Charity Commissioners
dreading a rebuke from the economical Board of Super¬
visors.

IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY.
Throughout Westchester county tho fesllral wo* duly

honored and universally knpL Although the weather
was not ot »u uuuirlntjn chitracltir Uw rui^qua ler-


